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 Nebraska has the 3rd highest potential for wind energy in the country but ranks 12th in 
installed wind capacity. Our reliance on fossil fuels and lagging investment in generation 
technologies of the future mean that our beloved low cost of electricity will increase in the near 
future. We need a renewable portfolio standard.  
 A required percentage of electrical generation by renewable sources is defined by wind 
here in Nebraska. We are a part of the Southwest Power Pool, a non-profit wholesale electricity 
market. It shows the cost of wind energy is cheaper than gas and coal (1), apparent in their power 
generation schedule. The reduction of emissions moves us towards our climate goals, and 
increased wind capacity brings opportunities to Nebraska landowners, rate payers, and 
workforce.  It develops the dependable infrastructure of our future.  
 The SPP generates power for about 19 million people, 27% of it from wind in 2019 (2) 
from 22.5 GW installed wind capacity and another 48 GW in their interconnection process.  
Nebraska had the 5th cheapest price of electricity (3) in 2007 and up to 15th in 2018. This is due 
to our lethargy in developing wind energy with only 2% of that 48 GW in Nebraska.   Wind has 
no fuel and low operating costs, making it a favorite source for planning for day-ahead loads by 
the SPP.   
 There is growth in wind in Nebraska, but its minimal impact keeps our coal and gas 
plants open.  Keeping coal plants running in the dynamic SPP market can raise energy prices for 
customers, but how can this happen? Participants can self-commit their resources meaning they 
decide to generate power regardless of the market price. This means self-committed coals plants 
may run consistently, a choice made by utilities, even when not aligned with SPP market signals. 
Customers do not have a say in this locking them into the higher price, costing ratepayers $3.5B 
from 2015 to 2017 (4). A renewable portfolio standard would further reduce the need for coal, 
currently 55% of our generation, leaving cheaper energy for Nebraskans.   
 A RPS also is a solution for Lincoln’s new Climate Action Plan (5), calling for net 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions of 80% by 2050. It would alleviate emissions from fossil 
fuels while simultaneously providing energy for an electric vehicle fleet, another important goal 
of the plan.  A RPS leaves cleaner air for Nebraskans and a local source of energy for 
transportation.  
 Most wind projects are based on power purchase agreements (PPA’s) between a private 
company who owns, operates, and leases land and a Nebraska utility. This means landowners in 
Nebraska benefit from annual land leasing payments of just under $15 million a year (6). The 
industry also holds 2000-3000 jobs in Nebraska in 2019. A renewable portfolio standard would 
bring more jobs (7) to Nebraska and benefit landowners and ratepayers with long term PPA’s.  
 PPA’s provide 20-year fixed pricing and produce tax revenue in that area. The recent 
Plum Creek Windfarm in Wayne County will provide $3 million in local benefits (8) annually.  
Another nearby installation recently began construction and will provide $4 million (9) in local 
benefits and create 300 construction jobs. A renewable portfolio standard will increase these 
types of projects, producing income for Nebraskans, lowering rate costs, producing jobs, and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 Perhaps the most important contribution from an RPS is the opportunities it provides. It 
would require new infrastructure that strengthens and stabilizes our ever-increasing demand for 
electricity.  It makes possible the use zero emission hydrogen power generation such as the 
canceled plan to transform Sheldon Station (10) south of Lincoln to burn hydrogen, a technology 
booming with investment.  Renewable hydrogen expected to replace natural gas (11) in the near 
decades.  If wind power is not needed on the grid, it can be used to produce hydrogen to meet our 
peak and industrial loads at a later time.  Increasing wind capacity in Nebraska would make this 
important baseline generation possible.   
 While action plans generate a will for change, a RPS in Nebraska would create mandated 
tiers of renewable energy investment with percentage goals at 5 to 10-year intervals.  While they 
vary widely across states, Nebraska has the potential to produce 100% of its energy from 
renewable sources by 2050.  Lincoln’s Climate Action Plan should call for this to ensure low 
costs of electricity for Nebraskan’s, to use our wind resource to the benefits of our residents and 
our environment.   
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